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George Gillingham
b    3 Jul 1803
d    6 Dec 1839


  m  16 Jul 1826


Dinah Hayward
b    8 Dec 1793
d  Apr/Jun 1871


  Edward George Henry
b   15 Jul 1827
d     after 1871


  Elizabeth
b   15 Jan 1829
d


  Mary
b    7 Jan 1831
d  Jul/Sep 1896


  Henry Hayward
b    9 Feb 1833
d


  Ann
b        c 1835
d


GEORGE GILLINGHAM was a blacksmith, known (from his death certificate) to have been born around 1802.  No George Gillingham was born in Holwell, Sherbourne, or intermediate village at the appropriate time, and the most likely possibility is that he was born in a blacksmith’s family in Hazelbury Bryan, about 8 miles SE of Sherborne beyond Holwell.


In the early 1820's George was living in Sherborne, Dorset. In 1825 (but not in 1822) he was listed as one of about 20 members of a Sherborne Methodist group (a second group of about the same size was also recorded).


DINAH HAYWARD was born at Holwell, Dorset, about 5 miles SE of Sherborne.


George and Dinah were married at Holwell. One of the wit-nesses was Thomas Hayward, probably her brother rather than her father.


George and Dinah lived at Sherborne for a while and their eldest son was born there. In Pigot & Co Dorset Directory for 1830 (but not for 1824) George Gillingham was listed as a blacksmith in Westbury St (out of a total of 5 in the town). However this must have referred to the situation a year or two earlier since by 1829 the family were settled at Longburton, 2 miles south of Sherborne, where George continued to work as a blacksmith.


On the death of her father in 1828 Dinah inherited a house at Wareham which was sold for £110 in June 1830. George was a qualified voter at Longburton in 1838 by virtue of owning "leasehold cottages" inhabited by "Samuel Whitaker and other tenants".


Edward though born in Sherborne was baptised at Holwell Church. However the next three were first baptised "with water, in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost" by "Sherborne Circuit Wesleyan", Elizabeth and Henry within a month of their birth and Mary on 11 Mar 1831, showing  that George and Dinah were now both practising Methodists. Interestingly the three were later baptised into the Church of England as well, all on the same day, 3 September 1833, at Holwell Church. George was then described as a labourer.


George, described as a blacksmith, died of a fever at Longburton, "aged 37". His death was registered 3 days later by Sarah Williamson, a nurse who was present when he died.


After George's death, Dinah continued to live at Longburton. In 1841 she described herself as a dressmaker, and as well as having all the children except Edward living with her, she had a servant, Elizabeth Stacy aged 30, and a 7-year-old girl, Elizabeth Foot, whom she may have been looking after on behalf of a family two doors away. In 1851 Dinah described herself as a proprietor of houses. Edward and Ann were now living with her, but no servant. Edward probably continued to live with his mother until he married in the 1850's, and Dinah then lived on her own. A Dinah Gillingham's death, aged 77, was recorded at Sherborne in the second quarter of 1871.


EDWARD GEORGE HENRY was apparently expected to follow his father's trade as a blacksmith. However his father died when Edward was only 12, so he went away to learn the trade, and at the time of the 1841 census was living with a blacksmith, Edward Edge, at Pleck in Holwell. By 1851 he was back in Longburton working as a blacksmith, presumably having taken over his father's business. He lived with his mother until in the 1850's he married Emma ... (b c 1819) from Sherborne. They had one son, John (b c 1857). Edward was a witness at his sister Mary's wedding in 1857.


ELIZABETH had left home by 1851. She married William David-son before 1855.


HENRY HAYWARD had left home by 1851. He appears to have got married (Sep/Dec 1853) in Shoreditch, London.


ANN was living with her mother in 1851, but had gone by 1861. It is possible that she married (Jul/Sep 1860) Hugh McCombe at Greenwich and that they had a son Sid who married his cousin Clara (see 11).

